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How to Fill Your Netflix Queue By Cathy Barsotti and Rob Johnston
Between January and the end of February one or another 
critic s list of the “best” films of 2008 rolled out, only to be 
followed by one award show after another.
While we mostly stay away from “best” lists (or 
any kind o f lists for that matter), we thought we’d 
jump into the fray with some o f our favorite films 
of 2008. They’re not in any order as they are all 
worth seeing. Now’s the time to join Netflix!
Let us begin by mentioning two films which are on 
the top o f our list: W ALL*E, directed by Andrew Stan­
ton and Slumdog Millionaire, directed by Danny Boyle. 
The former is an animated film with both heart and a 
“message”, while the latter is a gritty film about hope 
even in the midst o f the worst o f human conditions. 
Both are filmmaking at its best. Another animated film 
on our list that the whole family will enjoy is Dr. Seuss’ 
Horton Hears a Who, directed by Jimmy Hayward and 
Steve Martino. While H orton may be an animated 
elephant, he’s a hero who inspires us to compassion,
humility, dedication and forgiveness. And speaking of 
heroes, Iron M an, directed by Jon Favreau, was our fa­
vorite summer superhero movie.
Big dramas on our list include Clint Eastwood’s 
Gran Torino. In this R-rated film, it seems that East­
wood’s Dirty Harry persona o f the past comes o f age in 
the multicultural world we live in today. While racism, 
violence, and strong language are present, so are love, 
sacrifice and redemption. Another drama that packs a 
punch is Doubt, directed by John Patrick Shanley. It is a 
haunting parable about faith and doubt, set in the con­
text o f a Catholic school where sexual abuse o f children 
is suspected. W hether Sister Aloysius or Father Flynn 
is correct as they struggle to live out their faith is left 
in doubt. Lastly, The Curious Case o f Benjamin Button, 
directed by David Fincher, is an amazing look at life in
Continued on page 9
SEMI-RELEVANT
This issue is inundated with lists of 
films. So, to alleviate this situation, 
I will make a list. Being the naysayer 
that I am, I present the Best W orst 
Movies I ’ve Ever Seen.
W aterworld
How could Kevin Costner and 
$175 million go so wrong? I think 
the script was originally for an epi­
sode of Teenage M utant N inja Turtles. 
As campy and ridiculous as this film is, I have probably 
watched it five times. I wish I had gills.
Q uote: “He doesn’t  have a name so death cant fin d  him !”
The Phantom
I love this film. Billy Zane stars in this comic book film 
about a pistol-brandishing, purple-spandex-wearing vigi­
lante who vowed 
to fight piracy, 
greed, cruelty 
and injustice. Its 
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lains with names like ‘Xander Drax,” and Catherine Zeta- 
Jones. You need to watch this movie.
Q uote: “History is about to be made and you’re all a part 
o f it. N ot an equal part, o f course, but an important part 
nonetheless. ”
B*A*P*S (BlackAfrican Princesses)
My sister loved this movie. It is ridiculous, exploitative 
and it stars Halle Berry and her friend as entrepreneurs 
trying to open a combination hair salon and soul food 
restaurant that stumble upon a rich lifestyle. Genius. 
Q uote: “Booyah. ”
M aster o f  Disguise
Dana Carvey stars in this critically lambasted (probably 
for good reason) movie that I cannot watch enough times. 
It is full o f jokes so juvenile that I cannot help but crack 
up, and a plot line that could not be followed by anyone 
older than 13. Carvey s character’s name is Pistachio Dis- 
guisey. Gold.
Q uote: “Am  I  not turtley enough fo r the turtle club? Turtle, 
turtle, turtle!”
— B en Cassil, 
S EM I Editor
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A Good Story Properly Told: The Medium of Film
by Elijah Davidson
Ask any filmmaker worth their salt what the most important ingredient for mak­
ing a good movie is, and you are sure to get one answer: a good story.
(A quick caveat, for the purpose o f 
this article, when I refer to “movies” 
or “films,” I am referring only to nar­
rative based films.) I agree to a point. 
Good movies do tell good stories, but 
I would suggest that very good mov­
ies tell good stories that can only be 
told in film form.
For example, the Johnny Cash 
song “O ne Piece at a Time” tells the 
story o f an auto plant worker who 
builds a car by stealing one small 
piece o f the car at a time from the fac­
tory where he works over the course 
of many years. It’s a good story, and a 
good song, but as it stands, I doubt it 
would make much o f a movie.
Or, consider M. Night Shymalan’s 
Lady In The Water. He originally made 
up that story as he told it to his chil­
dren each night at bedtime, building
the narrative over time. I’m sure it 
made a great bedtime story; the mov­
ie on the other hand left something 
to be desired. The Sixth Sense howev­
er, is a story Shyamalan always meant 
to tell in film form, and it succeeds 
wonderfully, because the story hinges 
on those things which are particular 
to film. In this case, the story’s mean­
ing is primarily visual. W hat you see, 
or in the case o f The Sixth Sense, what 
you think you see, is the story.
Film adaptations are a place where 
this principle becomes especially evi­
dent. Jane Austin’s Pride and Preju­
dice is a novel rich with the emotion, 
character, and the inner world o f Eliz­
abeth Bennet. The book is among the 
most celebrated works o f literature in 
the English language. The novel is a 
good story well told. The 2005 movie 
adaptation o f the book 
is the same basic story 
told well as a film. The 
filmmakers were wise 
enough to pull from the 
book that which is most 
cinematic and trim the 
rest. Additionally, they 
were able to utilize an­
other o f film’s great 
strengths, the merger 
o f image and music 
to convey emotion, to 
create a close simile 
of the inner world o f 
Ms. Bennet which is so 
wonderfully described 
in the novel.
Allow me one more 
example. The original 
Rocky is a very good 
movie, but one could 
feasibly tell Rocky 
Balboa’s story in a dif­
ferent form, as a short 
story, for example, but 
I contend that it would
lose almost all o f its power if  divorced 
from the screen. That which gives 
Rocky its punch (pun!) is filmic in na­
ture. The movie alters time in a way 
that only films are capable o f doing. 
In the film’s famous training mon­
tage, we see Rocky unable to make it 
up the Philadelphia Museum of Art 
steps. He continues to train, and as 
the music swells, he makes it to the 
top o f the steps where he dances 
around joyously. M onths and months 
o f training are compressed into the 
span o f “Gonna Fly Now,” and we 
exult with the Italian Stallion as he 
lifts his arms and leaps in slow mo­
tion. Rocky’s power comes not from 
one-arm pushups, but from taking 
advantage o f film’s strengths.
To me, the thing that seems to lift 
a story from decent to transcendent is 
form. The medium may or may not 
be the message, but the medium is 
certainly important. As story-tellers 
in any medium, be that paintings or 
songs or films or articles or dance or 
sermons, we must be careful to give 
our stories the proper form if  we want 
them to have the maximum effect. 
Knowing a good story is not enough. 
We must also know how to tell it.
Furthermore, we are all telling sto­
ries with our lives, stories o f faith and 
grace and hope and identity and love. 
O ur stories are best told as we form 
ourselves into the men and women 
we are created to be, as we discover 
how to best express the talents and 
gifts and passions God has given us. 
The world needs to hear God’s great 
story o f redemption. That is our tale. 
May we tell it well. 0
Elijah Davidson (1st yr WTA) J É | É \
tried writing this article In
Haiku form. Isn't that Ironic?
j p ^
ANNOUNCEMENT
Sharing the Gospel, Sharing Ourselves
i ¡ V I
W *  U Li ' w J  i v j / ' v ^  Li
N a m e d , k n o w n , 
& C a l l e d
Cynthia Erikkson,
Perkins School o f  Theology
W ednesday, 10 a . m .  • February 18 ,200 9  
Travis Auditorium
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City of Angels Film Festival Preview: Ashes, Tsunamis, and Gardens
by C raig D etweiller
In my first year at Fuller, I awoke to the pungent smell o f smoke. But the flames 
weren’t coming from the mountains. Smoke was drifting up from downtown.
A host o f policemen had 
been acquitted in the 
brutal beating o f Rodney 
King. Cries o f “No jus­
tice, no peace” followed.
And now, the City of 
Angels was on fire.
After the raw anger 
subsided, I joined fellow 
Fuller students in clean 
up efforts. We picked 
up glass and swept away 
ashes in South Central 
and the Mid-Wilshire 
district. But beyond the 
clean up, how could we 
expect people to trust 
each other again? A few 
professors from Fuller 
Seminary suggested that the movies 
might provide a safe way to discuss 
our city. Seeing films about Los An­
geles might be a way to express our 
feelings, to air our considerable griev­
ances, to forge a future. The City of 
the Angels Film Festival was born.
How appropriate that the 15th an­
nual City o f the Angels Film Festival 
takes us back to that post-Rodney 
King uprising! The Garden focuses 
upon a wide swath o f land set aside 
as an urban oasis. Just east o f down­
town, the City o f LA allowed Latino 
farmers to grow verdant crops— until 
a developer suggested a more profit­
able plan. Scott Hamilton Kennedy’s 
riveting documentary was recently 
nominated for an Academy Award. It 
is followed on Friday, February 27th 
by The Exiles, a poignant portrait o f 
Native Americans, cruising through 
downtown LA circa 1961. These two 
films remind us where we’ve been. 
The remainder o f the weekend asks 
“Where are we heading?”
Saturday and Sunday start with 
stirring documentaries that celebrate 
faith. The Price o f Sugar follows a
CITY O F  T H E  A N G E L S
F I L M  F E S T I V A L
T H E M OST IN SP IR IN G , IM PO RTAN T AND IM AG IN ATIVE 
IN D EPEN D EN T FILM S O F T H E  Y EA R
Catholic priest who defends the plight 
o f Haitian sugar cane workers. It is a 
stirring portrait o f ethics in action. 
They Killed Sister Dorothy documents 
the heroic efforts o f a nun to protect 
the Brazilian rain forest against ruth­
less loggers. Will justice prevail for 
the martyred Sister Dorothy? The 
twists in this courtroom drama will 
leave you shaken and stirred.
The Edge o f Heaven begins with a 
Muslim holiday. It demonstrates the 
religious tensions simmering in Eu­
rope, where Turks and Germans cross 
borders. How does the proximity to 
terrorism raise suspicions? How can 
humanity be retained when we’re 
wary o f ‘the other.’ The interlocking 
stories in The Edge o f Heaven demon­
strate what films like Babel and Crash 
aspired to accomplish. They remind 
us o f Cain’s haunting question: Am I 
my brother (and sister’s) keeper?
Saturday night, we focus upon 
kids in crisis. Chop Shop follows an 
orphaned brother and sister trying to 
retain hope in the alleys o f Queens, 
New York. Their ingenuity is charm­
ing. Lee Isaac Chung created M u-
nyuranagabo while on a sum­
mer mission trip to Rwanda. 
He equipped the local com­
munity to tell their stories of 
genocide. This modest and 
beautiful film was welcomed 
into prestigious film festivals 
at Cannes, Toronto, and Ber­
lin. Seize this rare opportunity 
to witness transcendent art.
Sunday, March 1st features 
Silent Light, a gorgeous, med­
itative exploration o f a Men- 
nonite community in Mexico. 
It explores faith, temptation, 
and religious bonds. The fes­
tival concludes with a trip to 
Sri Lanka after the devastating 
tsunami. The Third Wave af­
firms the courage o f volunteers, but il­
lustrates the complications that come 
from trying to ‘save a country’ or even 
rebuild a village. We struggled to pull 
Los Angeles together after the riots. 
Rwanda, Brazil, Haiti, Sri Lanka, and 
the Middle East may face even greater 
challenges. But a combination o f stir­
ring art, enduring faith, and moral 
courage can still secure a future for 
those countries. The City of the An­
gels Film Festival highlights enduring 
examples o f faith, hope, and love. For 
complete schedule and details go to: 
www.cityofangelsfilmfest.org. 0
Filmmaker and professor Craig Detweiler co-directs 
the Reel Spirituality Institute and the City of the Angels 
Film Festival for the Brehm 
Center. His all time favorite 
film is Casablanca. But M u - 
nyurangabo is up there, too.
(Photo: The Curious Case o f  
Craig Detweiler)
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Lessons Learned From Movies: 25 Things You Need to Know
by Aaron D. Raymond
Movies have taught me many great lessons throughout my life, some good and some 
bad. The argument that pop-culture media such as television, film, or video games
do not have any influence upon the 
participant is, from my own life’s 
reflection, inherently wrong. W hat 
would the point o f education be pre­
cisely? The human brain learns (ab­
sorbs information) outside the class­
room, if  not more so than in. In the 
spirit o f Bill Watterson’s comic strip 
character Calvin, I am the culmina­
tion o f a lifetime o f achievement, 
thus far— defining achievement rath­
er liberally. Like the Bible as taught 
in Sunday School, and the amended 
history o f the United States as taught 
in public school, within my ever ex­
panding catalog o f films watched over 
the years, the stories I learned took on 
a mythic quality as my self-image was 
transformed in light o f new narratives 
that could be emulated in my everyday 
environment. Art sought to mimic 
life, and now my life sought inspira­
tion to be beautiful and to make sense.
Bullies at school bothering you? 
No big deal, you’re the real Neo. You 
are ‘The O ne.’ This high school thing 
is all just an illusion anyways. Love- 
struck and twitter-pated? Don’t sweat 
it! You are Leonardo DiCaprio (or 
Clare Danes) in Romeo &  Juliet. Your 
stars are crossed and it’s meant to be. 
Not getting enough playing time? 
Rudy. Feeling like you just can’t catch 
a break? Anything from Wes Ander­
son. Feeling manly? Braveheart. The 
point being that there is a movie that 
can form or affirm any o f life’s cir­
cumstances imaginable.
The two movies that greatly affect­
ed my life were Seven Years in Tibet 
and The Mission. Both movies have 
a strong spiritual message and spoke 
forcefully to the impressionable kid 
in high school that I was at the time. 
I remember applying to be a camp 
counselor at a Salvation Army W il­
derness Summer Camp as a result of 
the developing mythos that was cre­
ated out o f these two movies. Both 
movies taught me that I was destined 
for great things.
But what were some other lessons 
that I could glean? In no particular 
order o f importance in wisdom, grav­
ity or validity, Hollywood has taught 
me the following:
1. Money can buy anything, 
especially happiness.
2. Guns are cool.
3. Life is cheap and expendable.
4. Sex is carefree.
5. Cars will always blow up, re­
gardless o f the circumstances.
6. Life is beautiful, funny, tragic, 
and magical all at once.
7. Good vs. Evil (It’s that simple. 
Except when it’s an indepen­
dent film).
8. I am The One.
9. Soul Mates do exist.
10. Aliens exist, too (as do Hob­
bits, Elves, Ghosts, Witches, 
Warlocks, Gremlins, Raptors, 
Demons & Cyborgs).
11. Vampires are sexy (especially 
if you’re an adolescent girl).
12. The Captain always gets 
the girl.
13. The Holocaust happened.
14. Prom is the most important 
night o f a person’s life.
15. Underdogs always win (espe­
cially nerds).
16. Exorcism is the only cool 
thing about Christianity.
17. You’ve got to go it alone.
18. “Death cannot stop true love.”
19. Animals can talk.
20. Most o f the United States 
looks like Southern California.
21. Women are objects.
22. Men just don’t understand 
(unless he’s The One).
23. The Government is covering 
something up.
24. The Catholic Church is cov­
ering something up.
25. We’re all going to die by July 
Fourth unless Will Smith 
saves the day. Again.
Somewhere along the line I had to 
realize that life wasn’t like the movies. 
For starters, life is open-ended. There 
isn’t one single overarching theme. Is­
sues don’t always get sorted out. Real 
dialogue isn’t dynamic or witty nor 
does it have neat conclusions. Fore­
shadowing doesn’t occur as obviously. 
Usually life just blindsides you. Con­
flicts usually are not resolved. They’re 
just ignored. And Happy Endings 
aren’t guaranteed.
But never-the-less, the power of 
film and more importantly the power 
o f the Good News challenges my per­
ceptions o f a static reality and frees 
me further to engage my God-given 
imagination which allows me to ask 
“W hat if?” The Gospel message is a 
power that suggests that money can­
not buy true happiness, life is beauti­
ful, wonderful, & “magical”, women 
are equals, you’re not alone, under­
dogs will eventually win, the govern­
ment might still be covering some­
thing up, and also: “Death cannot 
stop true love.” 0
Aaron (first-year MAT Theol­
ogy and the Arts) is obviously m l)quite adept at film criticism,
if he can find some theologi­
cal truth in The Princess Bride.
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The Best Films of 2008
by Eugene Suen
The Curious Case o f Benjamin Button
(David Fincher, US)
Problematic and flawed, but also lyrical, poetic, 
and, by the end, extraordinarily affecting, this un­
likely film by Fight Club and Se7en director David 
Fincher is an ambitious fairy tale about mortality 
that signals another step in the evolution of digi­
tal filmmaking. Finchers cool sensibility proves a 
fascinating antithesis to Eric Roth’s sentimental 
script, giving the fantastical material a sense of 
detachment and subtlety that actually enhance its 
emotional power. Plus, where else can you see a 
$150 million film about death? (In Theatres)
A Q \  WALL-E
I  (Andrew Stanton, US)
After the phenomenal Ratatouille (my favorite film 
of 2007), Pixar once again shows that it has nei­
ther equals nor peers in the animation business (or 
movies in general, for that matter). The richness 
and technical sophistication of WALL*E is breath­
taking, and the first third of the film—a masterfully 
rendered silent romantic comedy—is as pure and 
endearing as any Chaplin film. It’s too bad, then, 
that the latter part of the movie—with its busy ac­
tion and obvious satire—had to fall back on con­
ventions and cliches. Still, WALL'Es achievement 
is too extraordinary to dismiss. (On DVD)
Paris, this is also a potent reflection on the state of 
the world and the melting pot that it has become. 
(In Theatres)
A / \  The Visitor
Q  I  (Thomas McCarthy, US)
Richard Jenkins gives an unbearably poignant per­
formance as a widowed professor who befriends an 
undocumented immigrant couple through sheer 
happenstance. This second film by actor Thomas 
McCarthy is both a tremendously moving film 
about a lonely man’s self-discovery and an impas­
sioned indictment of our country’s broken immi­
gration system. Not to be missed. (On DVD)
A Christmas Tale (Un Conte de Noel)
(Arnauld Desplechin, France)
Arnauld Desplechin’s new film, like his last— 
the excellent Kings and Queen—is a sprawling, 
richly novelistic work that thrives on characters, 
incidents, and revelations. Done in the great en­
semble style of Robert Altman and Jean Renoir, 
this marvel of a film uses the age-old setup of a 
dysfunctional family’s holiday gathering to sur­
prisingly powerful effects. Generous, witty, and 
touching, here’s an irrefutable proof that the won­
derful French tradition of humanistic comedy is 
alive and well. (In Theatres)
A A \  InBruges
l i f t  I  (MartinM cDonagh,UK/USA)
Playwright Martin McDonagh’s first feature was 
advertised as a smart-alecky thriller in the vein of 
Guy Richie and Tarantino, but it is something 
more- a surprisingly resonant, even moving, tale 
about spiritual exile and the hell of our own cre­
ation that just happens to be a sardonic comedy 
about hitmen. Colin Ferrell’s layered performance 
is his best to date. (On DVD)
The Class (Entre Les Murs)
(Laurent Cantet, France)
The winner of the Palme d’Or at the 2008 Cannes 
Film Festival, Laurent Cantet’s unsentimental 
docudrama avoids the clichés of inspirational 
classroom films and instead focuses rigorously on 
our modern education system and tbe delicate 
mechanism of teacher-students interaction. Based 
on a memoir by its lead actor- a real life teacher- 
and set in a multiethnic classroom in inner city
M  \  The Dark Knight
^ I  (Christopher Nolan, US)
The Citizen Kane of superhero movies, and a 
prime example of commercial cinema’s expan­
sive potential. The second installment in Chris 
Nolan’s rebooted Batman series is a visceral, mas­
terfully orchestrated tale of terror that subverts 
its genre trapping and becomes something adult 
and complex. The fact that this epic morality play 
also remains a wildly satisfying piece of pop en­
tertainment is a singular achievement deserving of 
celebration. The late Heath Ledger’s chilling turn 
as the Joker—a physical embodiment of psychotic 
energy, sinister charm, and pure, unfathomable 
evil—is unforgettable. (On DVD)
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Silent Light (Stellet Licht)
(Carlos Reygadas, Mexico/Germany)
In his homage to the grand masters of transcen­
dental film (most notably Robert Bresson and 
Carl Theodore Dreyer), Carlos Reygadas has fash­
ioned his own brand of spiritual cinema whose 
austerity and poetry rival that of his predecessors. 
Set in a traditional German Mennonite commu­
nity in Mexico, the film uses the story of a family 
man’s adulterous affair to offer a grand meditation 
on love, redemption, and the nature of humanity 
itself. Deliberately paced and stunningly photo­
graphed, it also features one of the most arresting 
opening sequences I have ever seen. (See it at City 
o f the Angels Film Festival this month! See page 4).
Synedoche, New York
(Charlie Kaufman, US)
Writer Charlie Kaufman’s directorial debut is a 
maddening, indulgent, uneven but altogether 
brilliant film that completely defies conventional 
analysis and expectation. This apocalyptic exami­
nation of an artist in perpetual crisis, about a mo­
rose theater director’s attempt to turn his entire 
life into an elaborately staged drama, is that rare 
movie of ideas whose faults and excess become an 
endearing marks of its own mad genius. The excel­
lent cast, led by Philip Seymour Hoffman as Kauf­
man’s alter ego, helps bring to life Shakespeare’s 
famous words, “All the world’s a stage, and all the 
men and women merely players.” In a marketplace 
where movies are sorely lacking in creativity and 
ideas, this profound and profoundly ambitious 
film—with its bold mixture of absurdist comedy 
and starding melancholy—is a necessary antidote. 
(On DVD 3/10)
The Flight o f the Red Balloon 
(Le Voyage du Ballon Rouge)
(Hou Hsiao-Hsien, France/Taiwan)
The cinematic equivalent of a poem. Taiwan­
ese director Hou-Hsiao Hsien’s first film outside 
of Asia—a homage to Albert Lamorisse classic 
French children’s film the Red Balloon—is a lyri­
cal and self-reflexive meditation on childhood, art, 
cultural history, and the beauty within the most 
mundane moments and casual gestures of every­
day life. For the uninitiated, the leisurely pac­
ing and the absence of a traditional narrative arc 
might take a while getting used, but the reward of 
watching this deceptively simple masterpiece is a 
richer, deeper, and more abundant life. Beneath 
the quiet surface, this is a sublime work of art. Ju­
liette Binoche has never been better. (On DVD)
HONORABLE MENTION
Gom orrah, Chop Shop, Le t the R ig h t One In , M an on Wire,
M ilk , The Wrestler, Slum dog M illionaire, Frost/Nixon, Kung Fu
Panda.
MOST OVERRATED
• Rachel Getting M a rrie d : Handheld camera, casual fram­
ing, and a post-racial setup cannot disguise the banality 
of the drama.
• R evolutionary R o a d : W ell-made, but also calculating, 
reductive, and self-consciously "important" For some­
thing that strives to be an unflinching statement on the 
buried angst of m iddle-class marriage, it's sorely lacking 
in authentic feeling and surprises. Pretentious Oscar-bait 
films like this should make people shudder during the 
award season.




UN FILM DE HOU HSIAO HSIEN
f̂’PCOTE GRAPOOf
SEMI staffer Eugene Suen (third-year MDiv) hates 
all your favorite movies. So lowbrow...
(Y o ! Go to C ity o f An g e ls! See page 4— a g a in !)
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The Caregivers of the Caregivers: Integration Symposium
Interview by Ann  Yeh
The Integration Symposium this year truly lives up to its name. Not only will 
there be integration of psychology with the Christian faith, but also integration
o f disciplines across the three 
schools. Dr. Kelly O ’Donnell 
will be sharing with us on sup­
porting missionaries and aid 
workers in an international 
context. Both he and his wife 
Michele are clinical psychol­
ogy graduates from BIOLA, 
working as a husband-wife 
team with Member Care Inter­
national. Together they give us 
a litde preview o f their person­
al journeys and impart some 
wisdom for the eager minds o f 
Fuller seminarians.
Ann Yeh (AY): W hat led  you 
to pursue a career in the 
fie ld  o f  M ember Care?
Michele O’Donnell (MO): I 
had an interest even before 
I did graduate work. My 
father was in the military, 
and my family would often 
embrace missionaries in the 
countries they lived in. So 
I saw first hand that there 
was a real need out there.
Kelly O’Donnell (KO): I will 
start back to one o f my first 
“Adlerian-type” dreams, 
when I was probably 4 years 
old. I was in the C-iosst Cjuard, ex­
ploring an isolated island and I 
found this precious stone. So there 
was this sense o f exploration from 
early on, wanting to see and dis­
cover new things. In grad school I 
worked part-time with YWAM. At 
first I thought it had to be either 
psychology or missions, but they 
intertwined.
AY: W hat has your experience been 
working as a husband-wife team  
in this field?
MO: It’s been a very supportive ex­
perience. We’re able to bounce
things off o f each other on a pro­
fessional level. Although with two 
children we have had to switch off 
until recently. W ith cross-cultural 
living, oftentimes one spouse has 
to be the connection to the coun­
try, be there for the kids, and fol­
low adjustment issues. I gave up 
my professional aspirations for a 
higher goal. It would be hard for 
two people to work full-time and 
maintain family and community 
involvement.
KO: We realized that the most stra­
tegic thing to do in the Member 
Care field was not just provide in­
dividual services or therapy for 
missionaries, but to try to de­
velop networks, partnerships, 
and trainings globally. Because 
we had two young kids, I be­
came the point person for that 
and traveled a lot.
AY: Can you describe some 
o f the different contexts in 
which you’ve had an oppor­
tunity to worki
KO: One o f my fondest mem­
ories happened when I was 
walking down a dirt road in 
India with an experienced Eu­
ropean mission worker, sur­
rounded by unfamiliar smells 
and languages. You never 
know how a conversation 
would turn out, so you just 
listen with your clinical, pro­
fessional ear, and try to enjoy 
the moment. In this particular 
case, it did turn into a counsel­
ing session.
MO: One recent experience 
in Central Asia I met with a 
group who needed debriefing, 
but I didn’t speak their mother 
tongue. You find yourself tak­
ing something out o f your tool 
kit and putting it together in a cre­
ative way and hoping it can help. 
In this case I helped them deal 
with their grief/loss and the reli­
gious persecution they were facing 
by helping them to identify the 
ingredients needed to make both 
“tear soup” and “courage soup” to 
help sustain them. Another time 
I was in North Africa with a mis­
sionary partner, doing seminars 
on child safety in that culture. I 
learned so much about the culture 
and understanding what is abuse 
and what isn’t, while realizing that 
things aren’t as cut and dry com-
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pared to Americanized conceptual­
izations.
AY: Can you share any personal 
testimonies o f m inistry work­
ers whose lives have been trans­
form ed or im pacted by your work 
in Member Care?
KO: There was a couple preparing 
to go to Central Asia, a medical 
doctor and spouse, and they were 
having trouble managing their two 
children. Their leaders couldn’t 
send them, but really needed them 
with their medical qualifications. 
The older boy was getting too 
much attention, so I coached the 
parent to simply put this behavior 
on extinction, i.e., change your 
behavior and your child will likely 
change his/her behavior. We had 
three sessions together, just a few 
basic interventions really helped, 
and they’ve been serving abroad 
now for at least 10 to 12 years.
AY: W hat are some practical ways 
seminary students can contribute 
to Member Care?
KO: Support the mission efforts at 
your local church. Get training, 
read literature, and share core, easy 
but digestible pieces of resources 
with the mission department and 
pastor. Listen to the missionaries 
at your local church.
M O: Research would be fantas­
tic. I hope there’s a creative mix 
in the connection between the 
three schools; there’s a critical 
mass o f students across fields, 
and students can brainstorm and 
vision cast with each other.
KO: Much o f the Member Care field 
is still embedded in N orth Ameri- 
can/mental health frameworks. 
Perhaps the diversity o f students 
at Fuller from different disciplines 
and backgrounds could comment 
on/help shape issues like profes­
sional ethical codes and good 
practice. An interschool group 
could organize a conference, con­
sultation, or retreat like they did 
in the 90s for those interested in 
missions.
AY: Couldyouplease share onepiece 
o f advice fo r  seminary students 
who are training to be profession­
als in their perspective fields?
KO: Persevere and allow God to 
refine your character in the diffi­
culty, it’s going to be built through 
the fire o f refining. So don’t be 
surprised. Persevere. It’s not just 
about your skill set and competen­
cies. Also, eat Mexican food and 
Chinese food.
M O: O ne’s personal walk with the 
Lord is so important. It can get 
busy and neglected, but you may 
find yourself drifting if you don’t 
stay connected.
KO: Supportive, real friends. N ot 
fair-weather friends. 0
Ann Yeh (PhD in Clin Psych) 
thought she was drowning at 
a Disney World water ride in 
A* grade. Turned out the pool 
came up to her waist
TOO MANY FILMS Continued from page 1
reverse, as Benjamin is born old and 
grows young, and all along the way 
gains the wisdom of the ages.
There were several smaller dramas 
that you also shouldn’t  miss. The Visi­
tor, directed by Tom McCarthy, poi­
gnantly portrays the encounter be­
tween a withdrawn professor and two 
needy, undocumented immigrants. 
While immigration in the midst 
of a war on terror can be a polariz­
ing topic, this film helps us to meet 
the people affected and calls us to 
compassion. From a different slant, 
Frozen River, directed by Courtney 
Hunt, tells the story o f two women—  
one white, one Mohawk. Both are 
single mothers faced with desperate 
circumstances and are drawn into the 
world o f smuggling undocumented 
immigrants across the border. It won 
Sundance last year. A beautiful, small, 
French film that was unfortunately
missed by many was I ’ve Loved You So 
Long, directed by Philippe Claudel. 
In this film, we watch as the power 
o f goodness and the love o f a younger 
sister for her older sister nurture steps 
towards wholeness and redemption. 
N ot to be missed. Lastly, Happy Go 
Lucky, directed by Mike Leigh, is the 
quirky story o f Poppy, a cheery Brit­
ish schoolteacher whose unquench­
able optimism exasperates most ev­
eryone around her.
To complete your viewing don’t 
miss several compelling documenta­
ries. M an on Wire, directed by James 
Marsh, looks at tightrope walker 
Philippe Petit’s daring, but illegal, 
high-wire walk in 1974 between the 
World Trade Center’s twin towers 
in New York. Pray the D evil Back to 
Hell, directed by Gini Reticker, is the 
amazing account o f a group o f brave 
and visionary women who stood up
to their country’s brutal leader and 
warlords, in order to bring peace to 
their tormented country (Liberia). 
Finally, Encounters a t the End o f the 
World, directed by Werner Herzog, 
provides the unique opportunity to 
meet the men and women who have 
dedicated their lives to furthering the 
cause o f science in the extreme condi­
tions o f Antarctica.
Having just returned from the 
Sundance Film Festival, there are 
even more independent films in the 
wings for 2009, but this list o f four­
teen from 2008 will keep your Netflix 
queue filled for awhile. Enjoy! 0
Rob Johnston (SOT prof) 
and Cathy Barsotti's (Ad­
junct SOT) book Find ing  
G o d  in the M ovies Is avail­
able at the Fuller bookstore.
Buy It— buy It n o w l'jf
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ADVERTISEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT
W hat is  the future o f the African Am erican Church In a P ost Obama Am erica? 
; Dr. Ralph Watkins and Rev. Najuma Smith will lead a conversation in honor of Black 
History Month and the African American Church. Dessert will b e  served after the 
event.
When: Thursday, February 26,2009 
Where: The Geneva Room 
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Téle: (626) 584-5570 
Fax: (626)684-5670
Peter Rollins is a w riter, speaker, philosophy lecturer and the founder of 
Ikon—an iconic, apocalyptic, heretical, emerging and failing collective 
engaging in provocative acts of theodrama and 'transform ance art.'
The gathering w ill begin in Hollywood at 7:00 p.m . 
on Sunday, March la n d  continue all day on March 2.
For more info go to www.re-churich.org.
Early Registration: $75 (through Feb 9 ); Regular Registration: $90
African American Church Studies Presents: 
Celebrating Black HistoryMonth
SERVICES;
MASSAGE THERAPY. Susan Young is a nation­
ally certified massage therapist, ready to serve you 
in nearby La Cañada. Liked by many at Fuller, 
she is part o f the Fuller community herself. Call 
626.660.6856 and visit www.relaxhealgrow.com..
STRONG MARRIAGES LEAD TO SUCCESSFUL 
MINISTRIES. 52% of people in ministry believe 
that being in pastoral ministry is hazardous to 
their family’s well-being and health. Is your mar­
riage ready for ministry? Beginning in the W inter 
Quarter, Sharon Hargrave, an SOP employee, 
will be leading small groups o f four couples to 
help seminary students prepare their marriages 
for ministry. Total cost: a $40 deposit. Meetings 
Schedule: Tuesdays, from January 13 to March 3. 
Contact Sharon: 626.584.5384, 806.676.5122 or 
sashargrave@aol.com.
TAX TIME. Tax preparer, licensed and bonded, 
specializing in ministers, Fuller students and staff. 
Reasonable rates. Serving Fuller since 1989. Ask 
for Tom D unn at 818.352.8237.
AUTO REPAIR. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil 
change, brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. 
H rant Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd., 
Pasadena. Call 626.798.4064 for an appointment.
AUTO COLLISION REPAIR. Five minutes west o f 
Fuller. Owned by family o f Fuller graduate for 
25 years. Discount for students! Columbia Auto 
Body. 1567 Colorado Blvd. 323.258.0565. Ask 
for John or Paul.
RINGS, DIAMONDS, AND THINGS! Walter Zim­
mer Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and 
repair business founded in 1917 and located in the 
jewelry district o f downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime member o f Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because o f our appreciation 
o f Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider 
it a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s 
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
J&G AUTO SERVICE. Complete auto repair. 
Brakes, tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 
1063 E. Walnut St. 626.793.0388. M onday- Fri­
day, 8 a.m. -  5:30 p.m.
ANNOUNCING TWO INTENSIVE THERAPY 
GROUPS facilitated by Sam Alibrando, Ph.D. 1. 
Mixed-gender Interpersonal Growth Group, based 
on his book on the change process; 2. Sex Addic­
tion recovery group. Please call 626.577.8303.
OVERWHELMED? Stressed? Seminary can be a 
time of profound spiritual and personal growth. It 
can also be a time of intense self-evaluation. Ther­
apy is one way of getting the support you need 
to maximize your personal growth. I am Marriage 
and Family Therapist Intern with a Masters from 
the School o f Theology and I would like to sup­
port you in your seminary journey. Michelle Har­
well MFTI 59036, 626.382.8005, 911 E. Colo­
rado Pasadena, CA 91106
PSYCHOTHERAPY. Stan Rushing, MFT. Psy­
chotherapy for Adults, Adolescents, Couples. 
626.794.8532. stanrushingmft.com. Flexible stu­
dent fees.
BICYCLE MASTER PLAN UPDATE. An update of 
Pasadena’s Bicycle Master Plan will begin with a 
community meeting Tuesday, Feb. 17, from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. in the Council Chamber at Pasadena 
City Hall, 100 N. Garfield Ave., room S249.
The public is invited to offer comments and sug- 
estions during meeting, which will be hosted 
y the Pasadena Transportation Department, the 
newly formed Bicycle Master Plan Advisory Com­
mittee and Ryan Snyder Associates, the consulting 
firm that will develop the new master plan.
CAR FOR SALE. 1999 Honda Accord EX Four 
Door, Silver, Tan Leather, Sunroof, Keyless 
entry,New Tires and Brakes, 104,000 miles. Only 
$5700. Call Mark 616.862.8202.
The Services section of the SEMI is for announcing services and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally responsible for evaluating the quality 
and type of service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life and Services do not recommend or guarantee any of the services listed.
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FULLER HAPPENINGS
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"GOSPEL OF GRACE & THE LURE OF MORALISM" 
Monday, February 19, 7 pm , Payton 101B  
An Asian American Theological Fellowship 
(AATF) Discussion Forum We will discuss 
what the gospel is in light of Asian American 
moralism, and some practical implications 
for presenting grace in ministry. Contact 
Daniel for info: lee.daniel.dh@gmail.com.
CHINESE STUDENT FELLOWSHIP (CSF)
10 am—11 am, Thursdays in  the International 
Students Concerns Committee Room (above the 
ISO Food Bank garage, behind Taylor Hall). 
For more info, contact Joy at joylwong@ 
gmail.com or 917.716.9024.
STUDENTS IN RECOVERY GROUP. 10 am -  11 
am Tuesdays in  the Chaplains Prayer Room (2rld 
floor ofKreyssler Hall, above the Catalyst)
ETHIOPIAN STUDENT FELLOWSHIP. For meeting 
info, contact Bikat at bikatachin@yahoo.com.
FREE COUNSELING! The Fuller School of Psy­
chology is offering free individual therapy for 
10-12 sessions on a first-come-first-serve ba­
sis for qualified adults. Therapy is provided 
by PhD students under the supervision of 
a mental health professional. Ideal for re­
lationship issues, life transitions, personal 
growth, stress, sadness, anxiety, self-esteem, 
and identity issues. For more info, contact 
the School of Psychology at 626.204.2009 
to set up an intake appointment.
TICKETS TO AMUSEMENT PARKS. Student Life 
& Services sells discount tickets to Dis­
neyland (2-Fer $61, $53 child), Legoland 
(2-Day $45), Sea World (2-Day $50, $44 
child) and Universal Studios ($49, $68 an­
nual). Come by our office on the second floor 
of Kreyssler Hall, above the Catalyst, or call
626.584.5435.
2009-10 PARISH PULPIT FELLOWSHIP. Appli­
cations are being taken for the 2009-2010 
Parish Pulpit Fellowship. One fellowship 
is available ($24,000 for single recipient; 
$28,000 for a married recipient, if spouse 
accompanies) to a graduating MDiv student 
who is committed to parish pulpit ministry. 
Recipient must have completed all degree 
requirements by the end of spring quarter 
or summer quarter, 2009. Awardees are ex­
pected to travel and study overseas during 
the 2009-2010 academic year, beginning in 
the fall of 2009. Applications are available at 
the School of Theology Deans Office (Payton 
Hall, room 225; 626.584.5300 or e-mail sot- 
deansoffice@fuller.edu). Application dead­
line: Friday, March 27, by 5:00 p.m.
WRITE FOR THE SEMI! Want to get published, 
share your thoughts, or engage in campus­
wide discussion? The SEMI is a great venue, 
email: semi-editor@fiiller.edu.
DISABILITY SEATING ACCOMMODATION: 
The Access Services Office (ASO) appreciates 
your cooperation in ensuring that chairs and 
desks labeled “ASO Disability Seating Acco­
modation: D O  N O T REMOVE” are left in 
their designated places. Questions can be di­
rected to ASO at 626.584.5439, or 
at aso-coordinator@fuller.edu.
ATTENTION BIKE RIDERS: Please re­
member to park your bikes in the 
appropriate bike racks located in 
SOP: east o f the ramp, the Garth: 
close to the Refectory, behind the 
mail center, or in Barker Com­
mons, behind the Catalyst. Use a 
U-lock. You may register your bike 
with the Parking and Security of­
fice: 626.584.5450.
ARE YOU BETWEEN THE 
AGES OF 20 AND 40? 
Contribute to science and earn up 
to $40! Participate in a study at 
Fuller Seminary. It involves testing 
that looks at strengths and weak­
nesses in things such as memory 
and attention. It will take approxi­
mately 4 hours.For more informa­
tion, contact: Dr. Sarah Deboard 
Marion, 626.584.533, aging. 
healthy@gmail.com
FREE COUNSELING! The Fuller 
School of Psychology is offering 
free individual therapy for 10—12 
sessions on a first-come-first-serve 
basis for qualified adults. Therapy 
is provided by PhD students under 
the supervision of a mental health 
professional. Ideal for relationship
issues, life transitions, personal growth, stress, 
sadness, anxiety, self-esteem, and identity is­
sues. For more info, contact the School of 
Psychology at 626.204.2009 to set up an in­
take appointment.
CHAPLAIN FOR VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT. 
Do you know what you are going to do with 
your life? Would you like to have someone 
to listen, reflect and pray with you? Kim 
Varner serves as the Chaplain for Vocational 
Discernment in the office of Vocational Dis­
cernment and Career Services to offer pasto­
ral care and support to the Fuller community. 
Contact Kim Varner at 626.396.6030 or 
denay_varner@fixller.edu for walk-in hours 
and appointments.
FULLER SYMPOSIUM ON THE INTEGRATION OF FAITH AND PSYCHOLOGY
BOOK SIGNING 
AND CELEBRATION
Wednesday, February 18, 7-9 p.m. 
Payton Hall 101
Nancey Murphy, Joel Green, &  Warren Brown
AUTHOR COMMENTS • Q&A 
BOOK SIGNINGS • REFRESHMENTS
NANCEY MURPHY AND JOEL B. GREEN MALCOLM A . JEEVES AND
WARREN S . BROWN Body Soul, end Human L ife : The WARREN S. BROWN
Did My Neurons Make Me D olt? Nature o f Humanity in the Bible Neuroscience. Psychology and
Philosophical and Neurobiological (Baker Academic 2006) Religion: Illusions, Delusions, and
Perspectives on Moral Responsibility Realities about Human Nature
and Free W ill (Templeton Press. 2009)
(Oxford University Press. 2007)
FU LLER  TH EO LOG ICAL '  SEMINARY
ALL-SEMINARY COUNCIL CALENDAR
Friday February 13 Friday Night Music @ Coffee By The Books 6:00 p.m.
Fuller Winter Dance: Footloose! 1980's theme. @ Payton 101 6:00p.m .
Thursday February 19 International Student Concerns Committee Dinner @ The Catalyst 6:30 p.m.
Friday February 20 Friday Night Music @ Coffee By The Books 6:00 p.m.
Saturday February 21 Multi-Cultural Concerns Committee Movie & Dialogue @ The Sugar Shack 7:00 p.m.
Wilson & Orange Grove
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There's strong. Then there’s Army strong. Do your part to spiritually strengthen our troops and 
their Families by joining the U.S. Army Chaplaincy. Serve at the frontline of the Soldiers' lives, 
developing close-knit relationships rarely found in any other ministry. Will you consider the call?
Find out more at lnfo.goarmy.com/chaplain/b569 or call 1-888-238-8287.
©2008. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved. ARMY STRONG.
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